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George Eliot, The Mill on the Floss 1. Y

(D A wide plain, where the broadening Floss hurries on between iis green banks to the sea, and
the loving tide, 'rushing to meet it, checks its passage with an impetuoué embrace, On this mighty
tide the black shipsl-laden-w_ith the fresh-scented fir-planks, with rounded sacks of oil-bearing
seed, or with the dark glitter of coal--are borne along to the town of Si. Ogg'é, which shows its
aged, fluted red roofs and the broad ga;oles of its wharves between the low wooded hill and the
river-brink, tingeing the water with a soft purple hue under the transient glance of this February
sun. Far away on cach hand stretch the rich pastures, and the patches of dark earth made ready for
the seed of broad-leaved green crops, or touched alr(:tady with the tint of the tender-bladed
autumn-sown corn. There is a remnant still of last year's golden clusters of beehive-ricks rising at
iﬂtervals beyond the hedgerows; and everywhere the hedgerows are studded with trees; the distant
ships scem to be lifting their masts and stretching their red-brown sails close among the branches
of the spreading ash. Just by thé red-roofed town the tributary Ripple flows with a lively current
into the Flogs. How lovely the little river is, with its dark changing wavelets! It seems to me like
a living compamion while I wander along the bank, and listen to its low, piacid voice, as to the
voice of one who is deaf and loving. I remember those large dipping willows. I remember the
stone bridge. '

(Bk.1, Ch.1, p.7)

' @Verjr frivial, perhaps, this angwmsh seems to weather-wom mortals who have to think of
Christmas bills, dead loves, and broken friendships; but it was not less bitter to Maggie--perhaps it
was even more bitter--than what we are fond of calling antithetically the real troubles of mature
life. "Ah, my child, you will have real troubles to fret about by and by," is the consolation we
have almost all of us had administered to us in our childhood, and have repeated to other childrer
since we have been grown up. ,We have all of us sobbed so piteously, standing with tiny bare legs
above our little socks, when we lost sight of our nﬁother or nurse in some strange place; but we
can no longer recall the poignancy of that moment and weep over it, as we do over the

-remembered sufferings of five or ten years ago. Every one of those keen moments has left its
trace, and lives in us still, but such traces have blent themselves irrecoverably with the firmer
texture of our youth and manhood; and so it comes that we can look on at the troubles of our
children with a smiling disbelief in the reality of their pain. Is there any one who can recover the
ekﬁerienée of his childhood, not merely with 2 memory of what he did and what happened to him,
of what he liked and disliked when he was in frock and trousers, but with an intimate penetration,
a revived consciousness of what he felt then, when it was so long from one Midsummer to
another; what he felt when his school fellows shut him out of their game because he would pitch
the ball wrong out of mere wilfulness; or on a rainy day in the holidays, when he didn't know

how to amuse himself, and fell from idleness into mischief, from mischief into defiance, and from
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defiance into sulkiness; or when his mother absolutely refused to let him have a tailed coat that
"half," although every other boy of his age had gone nto tails already? Swurely if we could recall
that early bitterness, and the dim guesses, the strangely perspectiveless conception of life, that
gave the bitterness its intensity, we should not pooh-pooh the griefs of our children.

(Bk.1, Ch.7, 67)

@ It is the moment when our resolution seems about to become irrevocable--when the fatal iron
gates are about to close upon us--that tests our strength. Then, afler hours of clear reasoning and
firm conviction, we snatch at any sophistry that will nullify our Iong struggles, and bring us the
defeat that we love betler than victory., |
[.]
Philip's sense of the sitnation was too complete for him not to be visited with glancing fears lest
he had been intervening too presumptously in the action of Maggie's conscience, perhaps for a
selfish end. But not--he persuaded himself his end was not selfish. He had little hope that Maggie
would ever retum the strong feeling he had for her; and it must be better for Maggie's future life,
" when these petty family obstacles to her freedom had diéappeéred, that-the present should not be
entirely sacrificed, and that she should have some opportunity of culture,--sone interchange with a
mind above the vulgar level of those she was now condemned to live with, If we only look far

(G £t @)

enough off for the consequence of our actions, we can always find some point in the combination -

of results by which those actions can be justified; by adopting the point of view of a Providence

who arranges_ results, or of a philosopher who traces them, we shall find it possible to obtain

perfect complacency in choosing to do what is most agresable fo us in the present moment. And it

was in this way that Philip justified his subtle efforts to overcome Maggic's true prompting against
a concealment that would introduce doubleness into her own mind, and might cause new misery
to those who had the primary natural ¢laim on her. But there was a surplus of passion in him that
made him half independent of justifying motives. His longing to see Maggie, and make an
clement in her life, had in it some of that savage impulse to snatch an offered joy which springs
from a life in which the mental and bodﬂy constitution have made pain predominate. He had not
his full share in the common good of men; he could not even pass muster with the insignificant,
but must’ be singled out for pity, and excepted from what was a matter of course with others.
Even to Maggie he was an exception; it was clear that the thought of his being her lover had
never entered her mind.

(Bk.5, Ch.3, p.330)

@' don't want to defend myself," said Maggie, still with vehemence: "I know I've been
wrong,--often, continually. But yet, sometimes when I have done wrong, it has been because I
have feelings that you would be the better for, if you had them. If you were in fault ever, if you

had done anything very wrong, | should be sorry for the pain it brought you; I should not want
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punishment to be heaped on you. But you have always enjoyed punishing me; you have always
been hard and cruel to me; even when | was a little girl, and always loved you better than any
one élse in the world, you would let me go crying to bed without forgiving ‘me. You have no pity;
you have no sense of your own imperfection and youi. own sins. If is a sin to be hard; it is not |
fitting for a mortal, for a Christian. You are nothing but a Pharisee. You thank God for nothing
but your own virtues; yon think they are great enough to win you everything else. You have not
even a vision of feelings by the side of which your shining virtues are mere darkness!"

(Bk.5, Ch.5, p.347)
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