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English Literature and Administrative Competence

Natsume Soseki’s Attempt to Square the Circle

ABE Masahiko

This paper is an attempt to look into the cultural history of 'office work' in Japan, with a
special focus on our ambivalence about what we call jimunouryoku, or administrative competence.
My main aim is to examine how a turning point arrived in the career of Natstume Soseki, the
Japanese novelist, who had taught as one of the faculty members in the English Department of
Tokyo Imperial University before he decided to be a full-time writer. Crucially, at his turning point,
he realized that his intelligence had to undergo changes if it is to allow creative functions of his
mind to exercise control over his preoccupation with formalities and repetitions, a trait which,

being a typical sign of Soseki's bureaucratic bent, often hampered his literary activities.
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